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Teacher’s Notes
Knowledge/Understanding
– The impressive introduction masterfully engages the reader.
– The essay shows an outstanding understanding of how to integrate the
structural elements.
– The writer’s position is presented in a thorough and exemplary manner.
Thinking/Inquiry
– The argument is compelling and insightful and is thoroughly supported with
specific, relevant evidence.
– The writer shows a mature understanding of the various aspects of the
problem (e.g., “Gambling addiction is not just a bad habit, it is a disorder
that is difficult to cure.”).
Communication
– The essay shows a highly effective use of paragraph elements.
– A controlling idea is clearly established and successfully sustained throughout the essay.
– The writer uses words and phrases with a high degree of appropriateness
(e.g., “. . . the deadly plague of addiction to gambling is seeping through the
veins of North America and infecting many communities”; “. . . casinos are
being embraced by many communities”; “. . . which is a pathway to pain and
misery”).
Application
– The writer uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy and
effectiveness, making very few errors (e.g., confuses “effect” and “affect”).
– Sources are identified with a high degree of accuracy.

Comments/Next Steps
– Some details/evidence lack specific relevance to the main idea.
– Some details need expansion to increase their relevance and make them
more compelling.
– The writer should suggest solutions rather than stating only consequences.
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Knowledge/Understanding
– There is a clear introduction that catches the reader’s attention, defines
terms, and establishes the writer’s opinion.
– The body paragraphs are thoroughly developed with topic sentences and
supporting detail.
– The conclusion echoes the introduction.
Thinking/Inquiry
– The supporting details thoroughly expand upon the issues raised with information clearly relevant to the topic.
– The evidence is persuasive, convincing, and specific.
– Details are frequently drawn from literary sources such as poems and
stories.
Communication
– Internal paragraphs are structured with a high degree of coherence and
unity.
– Mini-conclusions are included for each body paragraph.
– The writer has a single controlling idea connected with a high degree of
effectiveness using transitional words (e.g., “in addition”, “furthermore”, “in
summary”).
– The diction is appropriately formal (e.g., “Cultural racism is dangerous and
destructive to society.”).
Application
– The writer uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy and
effectiveness.
– Only a few punctuation problems are apparent.
– Sources are identified with a high degree of accuracy, including titles,
authors, and page numbers.
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Comments/Next Steps
– Paragraphs need to be clearly delineated with indentation.
– Specific details are needed to connect the body paragraphs directly to the
“ugly duckling” theme.
– Titles should not have double punctuation (e.g., italics or quotation marks
should be used, as appropriate, but not both).
– Word choice occasionally needs attention (e.g., “quote” should be
“quotation”).
– The evidence supporting the conclusion could be more compelling, concise,
and emphatic.

