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The big drain
Proposed new standards would cut energy drain
PATTY WINSA
STAFF REPORTER

You’re conscientious enough to
turn the lights off when you leave
the house, but as it turns out,
you’ve left something on.
As long as they’re plugged in, the
big screen in your basement, the
electric toothbrush in your
bathroom — even your DVD player
— are still drawing standby power
as they wait in a state of semireadiness for you to turn them
back on.
Over a year, that standby power

could amount to enough to run a
refrigerator for a month.
That’s why the federal department of natural resources is
proposing new regulations that will
require CD and DVD players,
televisions, answering machines
and cordless phones to draw less
than 1 watt from the grid on
standby.
The new requirements will be
phased in gradually over the next
couple of years, but when finally
implemented could result in $460
million in energy savings, equiva-

lent to taking 400,000 homes off
the grid.
“When you think that these
things are not being used, but are
actually using 30 watts, that’s a
lot,” says Anne Wilkins, manager
of the department’s Energy Star
and Energuide programs.
In prelimary results, a consultant
found that televisions could draw
as much as 70 watts in standby
mode, and that’s why such
products are being targeted first.
"The amount of equipment that
we’re bringing into our house is
growing, and the biggest energy in
our load that’s growing is standby
power as a result of consumer
electronics,” Wilkins says.
Consumers expect features such
as instant on, she says. That
“means that internal systems have
to keep on working to ensure this
feature.”

Regulating standby power
The new requirements for maximum standby power will be proposed this
year and in 2010. They'll have to go through the regulatory process, which
includes consultation with consumers and manufacturers, before they're
fully implemented.
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CD player
CD player with clock
Television
DVD players/recorders
DVD players/recorders with clock
Answering machine and cordless phones

2 watts
4 watts
3 watts
3 watts
3 watts
No change

1 watt
2 watts
1 watt
1 watt
2 watts
1 watt

battery chargers once your
equipment is fully charged, plug all
your electronics into a power bar
that can be switched off easily, and
look for Energy Star qualified
products that use 50 per cent less
power in standby mode.

The department is also working
on new energy standards that will
make mid-efficiency furnaces
obsolete and include standby
power in energy ratings for
dishwashers.
To save standby power, unplug

What they draw
Results of a preliminary
survey of Canadian
consumer electronics
found a wide variation
of standby power for
the same products.
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THIS WEEK’S EARTH HOUR CHALLENGE
On Saturday, March 29, people
around the world will turn off their
lights as a symbolic statement
about taking action against climate
change. The bigger aim, though, is
to build awareness about the longterm changes we can make to lighten our load on the planet.
Every Saturday until Earth Hour,
Catherine Porter and Peter Gorrie,
the Star’s environment reporters,
will take on a weekly environmental
challenge aimed at reducing their
eco-footprint, and we hope you’ll
follow along with them. They’ll issue the challenge in our paper every Saturday, and throughout the
week they’ll write about it on their

blog, The Green Life, at
www.thestar.com/blogs. They
want to hear from you — how you
are doing, what you are doing, suggestions and challenges of your
own.
Think of it as a little green support group. Or the nudge you’ve
been waiting for.

THE CHALLENGE:
Replace all incandescent light
bulbs in your home with compact fluorescents, and slay all indoor power vampires (electronic
gadgets that suck energy to stay
on even when you turn them
off).

OUR BLOGGERS

MOTIVATION:
While most people blame industry for
the bulk of our country’s greenhouse
gases, our own personal lifestyles and
choices contribute to one-third to half
of them.
About 16 per cent of that comes from
the electricity and heat we pump into
our homes. Old-fashioned light bulbs,
for instance, use 95 per cent electricity
to make heat rather than light. And
since lighting can take up 15 per cent of
your home’s electricity bill, that’s a lot
of wasted dollars and greenhouse gases. Electronic gadgets that draw phantom power can suck up 20 per cent of
a home’s electricity bill, surpassing
even the mighty fridge.

Environment reporter Catherine
Porter has long thought of herself
as green. So she was shocked to
learn that her eco-footprint
spanned 6.6
hectares. Now
she’s on a mission
to bind her feet.
Over 20 years of
reporting on the
environment, one
conclusion stands
out for Peter
Gorrie: Less is
more. That’s why
this year-round bike commuter is
working hard to shrink his energy
bill.
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GOING DARK:
FIRST ON THE LIST
Here’s a partial list of Toronto
buildings and companies that have
already pledged to power down
during Earth Hour:
City Hall
Metro Hall
North York Civic Centre
Scarborough Civic Centre
Etobicoke Civic Centre
East York Civic Centre
York Civic Centre
Fairmont Royal York Hotel
Home Depot
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Lease Per Mo. $3,200 Down
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GO-ANYWHERE
VEHICLES.
BUY-NOW PRICING.

Handle whatever comes your way with the Volvo XC90 and features
like Instant Traction AWD and optional Blind Spot Information System
(BLIS). Just don’t let this great offer pass you by.

1.9%

Lease Rate for 48 Mos.

$

539*

Lease Per Mo. $3,100 Down

Our Best Lease Rate Ever

Arrive safely with the all-new Volvo XC70 and features like Hill Descent
Control and Instant Traction AWD. But with an offer like this, don’t wait
until it’s too late. Visit volvocanada.com

THE ALL-NEW 2008 VOLVO XC70 AND 2008 XC90

*Limited time offer through participating Volvo retailers and Volvo Car Financial Services Canada on approved credit to qualiﬁed retail customers only. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Offers available on a 2008 XC70 A/XC90 3.2 A 5 Seat; $538.44/$598.66 per month; 48 month term with, $3,100/$3,200 down
and $650/$700 security. Taxes, up to $1,995 freight and PDI and up to $54.55 PPSA are due at lease inception. Lease APR 1.9%/0.9%. Total lease obligation $25,845.12/$28,735.68 taxes, license, insurance are extra. Lease has a 80,000 km allowance ($0.16 per km on excess). Payment and security deposit may
vary by choice of extra equipment. Purchase at end of lease for $19,945.80/$20,276.10 plus taxes. Offers subject to availability. Offer ends January 31, 2008. Retailer may lease for less. Some terms/conditions apply. See your Volvo retailer for full details. ©2008 Volvo Cars of Canada Corp. “Volvo. for life” is a registered
trademark used under license by Volvo Cars of Canada Corp. Always remember to wear your seat belt. Visit volvocanada.com.

